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Good Shepherd Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

03 May 2020      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!   We are delighted you chose to spend this 

time in worship today with the people of St. John’s.  We are a 

Christ-centered fellowship of believers from many 

backgrounds and from all ages.  We want to make a difference 

in our world by sharing the message of God’s love with as 

many people as possible. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  Let us know 

how you want to be contacted: email us so we can use your 

email address to send pertinent info as often as you want, or 

call us with your phone number so we can call, or mail us your 

mailing address.  God bless your week.  Hear God’s Word 

with us again! 

 
Pre-worship Pondering:  —Isaac Watts 

My Shepherd will supply my need—our Yahweh is His name 
In pastures fresh He makes me feed beside the living stream. 
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake His ways 
And leads me, for His mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace. 

When I walk through the shades of death, His presence is my stay; 
One word of His supporting breath drives all my fears away. 
His hand, in sight of all my foes, will still my table spread; 
My cup with blessings overflows; His oil anoints my head. 



Page 2 

The sure provision of my God attend me all my days; 
Oh, may His house be my abode and all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled rest while others go and come, 
No more a stranger or a guest but like a child at home. 

 

Morning Praise from New Service Settings 
 

Worship Theme Christ is Risen!  Take Comfort! 

 
Hymn #436 

 

Opening Sentences [L=Leader (Pastor).   C=Congregation] 
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Congregation sings all of this song. 

Come, Oh, Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord (Venite) 

  



Page 4 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down 

Your life for the sheep.  Lead us now to the quiet waters of Your life-

giving Word that the cup of our hearts may overflow with godliness, 

and that we may abide in Your Father’s house forevermore; 

Congregation: we can ask this of You because You are alive 

and You reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
First Lesson Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a,51-60 
1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, 

the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic 

Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 

together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the 

ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known 

to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this 

responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to 

prayer and the ministry of the word.” 5This proposal pleased 

the whole group.  They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 

of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and 

laid their hands on them. 7So the word of God spread.  The 

number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large 

number of priests became obedient to the faith. 8Now Stephen, 

a man full of God’s grace and power, did great wonders and 

miraculous signs among the people. 9Opposition arose, 

however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen 

(as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as 

the provinces of Cilicia and Asia.  These men began to argue 

with Stephen.  7:2To this he replied: 51“You stiff-necked 
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people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears!  You are just like 
your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52Was there ever 

a prophet your fathers did not persecute?  They even killed those 

who predicted the coming of the Righteous One.  And now you 

have betrayed and murdered him— 53you who have received the 

law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed 

it.” 54When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their 

teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 

to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57At this 

they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, 

they all rushed at him, 58dragged him out of the city and began 

to stone him.  Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at 

the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 

stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.”  When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

Seasonal Response Easter/Ascension 

C: The Lord is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Death 

has been swallowed up in victory!  Alleluia! 

 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 23 = Hymn #360* 

 

Verse of the Day John 10:14 
P:   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

C:  Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep 

and my sheep know me.”  Alleluia! 

 

Gospel John 10:1-10 

“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen 

by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 
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robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 

sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

listen to his voice.  He calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 

ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know 

his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they 

will run away from him because they do not recognize a 

stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they 

did not understand what he was telling them. 7Therefore Jesus 

said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but 

the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and 
find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Praise be to Christ! 
 

Hymn of the Day #375* 

 
Sermon 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19It is commendable if you bear up under the pain of unjust 

suffering because you are conscious of God. 20But how is it to 

your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 

endure it?  But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, 

this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, 

because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 

you should follow in his steps. 22“He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth.” 23When they hurled their 

insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 

no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 

justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so 

that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 
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wounds you have been healed. 25For you were like sheep 

going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. 

God’s Challenge: Suffer Patiently 

 
The Catechism Holy Baptism—first two parts 

P:  What is Baptism? 

C:  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by 

God’s command and connected with God’s Word. 
P:  Which is that Word of God?   

C:  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

P:  What does Baptism do for us?   

C:  Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and 

the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 

this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P:  What are these words and promises of God?   

C:  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, “Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned.” 

 
Hymn #442* 

 
Gathering of our Thank Offering 
 
Prayers of the Church 

 
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,   And forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Prayer for Grace 
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with Your mighty 

power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into 

any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in 

Your sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.    C: Amen. 
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Blessing 

 
 

Hymn #432* 
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Memory Verse of the Month Titus 3:5 

God saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
May 3, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Dianne Wolff 
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for April:  Kathleen Burfeind, Georgene Arndt, Phyllis Thiel 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Attendance last week 
Sunday Morning Worship–God knows 

Sunday Bible Class – 0   Men’s Bible Class – 0 
G.R.O.W – 0     W.E.B.S. – 0  

Memorials: Ruth Brunkow; Video $25 
LaVonne Fick; General memorial $675, Video $567.50, Cemetery $25, Altar 

Guild $20, Ladies Aid $15, Playground $657.50 
Dorothy Weick; School $130 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Daniel Balm, Duane King, Renae 
Hinck, Dale Betcher, Mary Hoops, Steve Weinrich, Marilee Hinck, 
Bryan Vermeersh and Val Ahlers.  Please send corrections and 
additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or 
email office@stjohnslakecity.com 
 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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VIRTUAL WORSHIP   We are grateful to have the computer 
now that will allow us to live-stream our Sunday worship services.  
There were a number of things that needed to go well in order for 
us to be ready in time for this Sunday.  As of (now) Thursday 
morning it looks like we will not yet live-stream on May 3.  But on 
May 10 check in about 8:55 A.M. on our YouTube channel through 
our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, or by navigating to 
YouTube on your electronic device or smartTV, and searching for 
“St. John’s Lutheran Church Lake City MN.” 
 

DEVOTION VIDEOS   Pastor Collin Vanderhoof of Pilgrim 
Lutheran (WELS) in Menomonee Falls, WI, has created some great 
video devotions on God’s Word for people to watch during this 
time of distress.  Each video is less than two minutes long.  Find 
the links to these videos on our website.  Let others know. 
 

Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
May 3, 2020 – May 10 , 2020 

Sunday  
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

Monday & Tuesday  
 

Wednesday   
7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on channel 18 

Thursday 
 

Friday  
 

Saturday  
 

Sunday  
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

CARE WHEELS   We are taking care of each other in a new 
way at St. John’s, showing Christian love as our Redeemer wants 
us to.  Thanks to everyone who has been checking in on their 
friends and relatives without being asked—just because you love 
to show love, and it helps with the loneliness.  Thanks to those 
who organized our church into groups that we are calling Care 
Wheels.  Thanks to those who are serving as coordinators or Hubs 

http://www.stjohnslakecity.com/
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of each Care Wheel.  Thanks to all our members who have opened 
their heart and received the calls or letters of the Hubs in a loving 
spirit.  It is a great blessing when a Christian congregation 
cherishes their unity in Christ and works to strengthen that unity.  
Let’s use these new connections to help improve our ministry. 
 

CHANGE?  IN LAKE CITY?   What if it takes many months 
before we are allowed to gather for worship?  Once we are 
allowed to come back together, are you willing to take a turn open 
a door so no one else has to touch the door handle?  If our church 
leaders decide to allow into the worship area only those who are 
wearing masks, are you willing to wear a mask while you are at 
church?  Are you willing to greet others with a smile behind your 
mask, a nod, a wink, a ‘hello’—anything besides shaking hands, 
hugging, or kissing?  Will you be okay with gathering the offering 
on the way out of the worship area so we don’t have to pass the 
plate?  If we are allowed to meet in groups of only 50, are you 
ready to take turns being allowed into the worship area?  Are you 
willing to come back in an hour if the worship area already has 50 
people?  Even if we have 3 services with 50 people every Sunday, 
are you willing to wait 2 weeks before you can come back to 
church so everyone else can have an opportunity to come?  Are 
you willing to receive Holy Communion in a different way, a way 
that may help lower the chance of spreading germs?  The New 
Testament has only 5½ “rules” for worship—the rest is up to us to 
decide based on the best interests of the gospel ministry.  It’s 
important to open ourselves up to different ideas on how to “do 
church.”  The world is changing, but God’s Word does not change.  
Let’s all stay connected to our Savior Jesus through His Word.  
God’s Word is how we stay connected to each other too, even 
when we can’t see each other.  God’s Word is where He 
strengthens us to deal with fears, with illnesses, with death, with 
the spiritual aspect of every challenge we face.  God is good.  We 
trust Him.  He’ll bring us through this. 


